
Written by Mitta Xinindlu 

 

 

 TRAVEL SERIES  

EASTERN CAPE, SOUTH AFRICA: Ep1 
 

 

 

                                      

 



 

 

Travel Series:  
Eastern Cape, 
South Africa. 
Episode 1 
 

July 2020 

 

 

“Yizani nonke bantu belizwe nizobona 

iMpuma Koloni yethu”; (Come all you 

people of the world and explore our 

Eastern Cape.) 
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South Africa is globally known for its 

shadow, the apartheid system. However, 

what many people are not aware of is 

the beauty of the country. South Africa 

is rarely mentioned in the lists of 

countries exciting for travel. This is quite 

unfortunate. 

 

There is an intense beauty that 

immerses from South Africa. Its beauty 

is not only due to its heritage but also 

the variety of offerings to tourism. There 

are nine provinces which encompass 

different tribes, languages and travel 

sites. But, usually, those who travel to 

South Africa visit popular places. In the 

popular list are the Kruger National Park 

in Mpumalanga and Table Mountain in 

Cape Town. In any case, any travel 

location is great for the country’s 

economy. In this series, we aim to entice 

all travellers to consider the Eastern 

Cape as one of the main destinations. 
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In fact, one could travel from KwaZulu-

Natal down the coast towards Cape 

Town. Then, make a stop in the 

beautiful province Eastern Cape. The 

Eastern Cape is a home to the Xhosa 

tribe which is over 5 million in 

population.  

 

The tribe has been made popular by the 

country’s most famous Xhosa people. 

Icons such as the Mandela family, Trevor 

Noah and John Kani. John acted and 

contributed to the Black Panther movie. 

Others include Siya Kolisi and Zozi Tusi. 

Siya Kolisi became the first black rugby 

captain to win the rugby world cup for 

the country. Whereas Zozi won the Miss 

Universe beauty pageant in 2019. 

Zozi’s contribution was important to the 

county's history. She became the first 

black woman to win the global 

competition while wearing short afro 

hair. The country's popularity increases 

each year.  

 

Recently, the most acclaimed artist and 

business mogul Beyoncé collaborated 

with Xhosa artists. These artists include 

Busiswa, Moonchild and Anathi. 

Beyoncé could be attracted to working 

with these artists because of the Gqom 

music, which has also become popular 

worldwide. Gqom music is a fast 

dancing music which originated from 

the Eastern Cape during the apartheid 

times.  
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The Eastern Cape has over 50 cities. 

But only three are the most popular: 

East London, Port Elizabeth and Umtata. 

East London and Port Elizabeth are 

situated by the Indian ocean. This 

location gives them beautiful beaches to 

enjoy. They are also the biggest cities in 

the province. The weather is great 

almost throughout the year. Of course, 

the winter is an exception but remains 

bearable.  

 

There is great snow in some winter 

seasons; a great way to experience 

winter in Eastern Cape. Generally, the 

Eastern Capers enjoy farming. Thus, 

travellers have an opportunity to 

explore how the Xhosa tribe herding 

skills. Many homes even in the rural 

areas, have goats, cows, sheep and 

horses.  



 

 

 

Places to visit 

 

 

The Eastern Cape has a notable number 

of sites to visits, foods to taste, people 

to meet, and activities to do. Here we 

start the series by exploring the most 

popular sites or activities.  

Chintsa 

Chintsa is a small beautiful village 

located by the sea. It’s more popular 

with tourists than the locals. 
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The rates of accommodation in Chintsa 

start at €45 per night. One would have 

to budget for even higher prices due to 

the popularity of the place. Chintsa is 

53 km from East London. The easy 

distance affords travellers an 

opportunity to visit the Coast Nature 

Reserve. At reasonable prices, travellers 

could also enjoy a picnic at Kwelera 

National Botanical Garden once opened 

to the public. 

Tsitsikamma National Park 

The Tsitsikamma park is one of the 

province’s gems and a definite place to 

explore.  
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It is on the route between Eastern Cape 

and Western Cape. It covers over 80 km 

and one must explore it without a hurry. 

The entrance fee ranges from €3,23 to 

€12.90. The price range depends on 

citizenship and age.    

 

 

 



 

 

Addo Elephant National Park 

The Addo park is the most popular and 

largest park in the province. In fact, it 

ranks number three in the country. It 

provides a great sense of closeness to 

the life of an elephant. A satisfaction 

money could never buy. 
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Even though it’s a home to more than 

600 elephants, one can also enjoy 

seeing other animals. The entrance fee 

ranges from €2,13 to €17. The price 

range depends on citizenship and age.  

   

Bloukrans Bridge 

Bloukrans Bridge ranks in the top of the 

highest bridges for bungee jumping. It’s 

located at the border of the Eastern 

Cape and Western Cape. It’s 216 m 

above the Bloukrans river, which is also 

a magnificent piece of nature to see. 
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A budget of at least €150 is 

recommendable for the bungee jumping 

activity. 

 

Valley of Desolation 

This valley would leave anyone 

mesmerised by its beauty. Its stillness, 

form and position in mother nature is in 

art-form. -

 

Picture by anonymous 



 

 

 

It’s located in Graaff Reinet, one of the 

gems of the province.  The valley is 

ideal for hiking, climbing, viewing 

nature, or anything that is in the 

traveller’s mind.  

 

This beautiful site is a result of a 

volcanic eruption. It's reported to have 

happened a million years ago. The 

valley is 120 m above the ground, and 

forms part of the Camdeboo National 

Park. A gem to see at the mere entrance 

free range of €1.20 to €6.90 

depending on age and citizenship. 

 

Tiffindell Ski Resort 

Many people are surprised to learn that 

South Africa hosts skiing. The Tiffindell 

ski resort is one of the only two skiing 

places in the Southern Africa, and it is in 

the Eastern Cape.  

 

The Eastern Cape is one of the only two 

provinces where the snow falls 

frequently. But, sometimes, the snow 

falls heavily and become dangerous to 

both animals and people. As a result, 

many road accidents have been 

reported over the years due to the level 

of snow.  

 

It’s 390 km (5hrs drive) from East 

London airport. It’s also by the border 

of Lesotho. 
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Prices range from €39 to €656 

depending on the traveller’s age, 

number of nights and booking season.  

 

<End of Episode 1> 

 



 

 

 

Follow the Eastern Cape Travel Series to catch all episodes. 

We will have more content released on this series. Make sure you stay tuned to know where 

to go when you visit the beautiful Eastern Cape in South Africa. 

 

You can send the author tips or pictures about your travel in the Eastern Cape. 
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